
Minutes from the 3rd Annual Reunion of the HMS Dido Association 

Held at 2pm, on Saturday 19th April 2008 at the King Charles Hotel, Gillingham. 

  

1. Apologies for Absence 

 Apologies were received from : 

 Steve Knight, 
Terry Moseley, 
Alan Ashdown, 
Tony Barnden, 
Andrew Bridges, 
David Crabb, 
Terry Crossley,  
Malcolm Burbridge, 
Dave Christer, 
Simon Bathard, 
Gary Dade, 
Malcolm Wakefield, 
Mick Spencer, 
Bernard de Salis, 
J.D. Goody, 
Dave Hogg. 

George Poole, 
Ron Chapman, 
 Christopher Belton, 
Graham Brayshaw, 
 Albert Spurr, 
Kevin Brown, 
Martin Bull, 
Christopher Whitehouse, 
 John Broadbent, 
Dennis Swann, 
Ronald Tweed, 
Lawrence Tomlin, 
George Fordham, 
George Underwood, 

 Stephen Dempster,  
John Day, 
  Willem Gradidge, 
Richard Brooking, 
Steve Mathis, 
Pete Slynn, 
 Sally Hayes,  
 Cliff Pantry, 
John Ingram,  
 Eddie Commander, 
Philip Gibbs,  
 Robin Dann, 
   Maurice Day, 
 Colin Earle, 

And all their Guests 

2. Read and Sign the Minutes from 2007 Annual Reunion. 

 The Minutes from the 2007 Annual Reunion held at Portsmouth, were read, agreed and signed by the 

Chairman. 

3. Election of New Committee Members. 

 Alan Pickthorne was proposed and seconded and then elected to the post of Assistant Secretary/Public 

Relations, He was then asked to join the committee at the table. 

The positions of Newsletter Editor/Archivist and Welfare Officer were not filled at the meeting, but hopefully 

applicants will come forward in the near future. 

 4. Chairman's Report 

 The Chairman introduced the Committee; President, Mike England; Secretary/Slops Manager/Newsletter 

Editor/Archivist, Colin Bates; Treasurer/Membership Secretary, John Bourchier; Minutes Recorder, Tricia 

Bourchier. 

  

 The Chairman read out a letter received from The Lord Mayor of Portsmouth, hopefully Fred and Margaret 

will be invited as our guests when Portsmouth is next visited. 

  

 The feedback from the previous Dido Reunions was most flattering and there is no shortage of “invites back”. 

  

 The Chairman was pleased to report that Membership continues to grow, i.e. numbers at Portsmouth = 59, 

numbers at Chatham = 94. Keep up the good work of trying to recruit former shipmates. It is estimated there 

is in excess of 2,500 over all Commissions, we need to track/trace as many as possible. 

  

 The Chairman enquired of the members, if there was any interest in taking part in the Remembrance Day 

Parade at the Cenotaph.   

Due to lack of response the item was dropped. 

          Crossed the Bar  

 Sadly there is a list again this year 

Ron Overend, October 2007, Ex WW2 C37 Cruiser 



William (Pincher) Martin, March 2008 

David (Steve) Austin, February 2008. 

One minutes silence was held in memory 

  

Thanks 

·      The Chairman thanked Eric & Son Jason Williams, for the excellent job they made of the stand and the 

HMS Dido Life ring. 

·      Thanks to Alan Pickthorne for his contribution of the Standard Pole.  

      Avon Boating of Stratford upon Avon, for the life ring in its basic red & white traditional format. 

 ·      A special thanks to Colin Bates for his hard work, planning and organisation to bring 94 people together for 

the   weekend. 

Sincere thanks to Colin who has kept the Association well and truly afloat with his total commitment and 

enthusiasm . 

5. Secretary's Report         

      The Association has come on leaps and bounds, our Association can only expand with the continuing support 

of you the membership. 

 ·      Two of the Dido's bells have been tracked down to the Museum at Bolton, thanks to Sally Hayes. Chairman 

and Secretary hope to visit Bolton to investigate. Word from New Zealand is that they have two Bofor Guns and 

two anchors from the Dido, photo of which are on file. 

6. Treasurer's Report 
                            

 Treasurer and Mrs. have been on a gap year in Ireland to have been somewhat out of the frame. Thanks to 

Colin for handling the banking etc. The balance sheet was read out. 

7. Membership Secretary 

  The Treasurer endorsed the Secretary’s report on the rise in Membership since the date of our last meeting. 

The Treasurer thanked the Secretary for acting as Treasurer as a consequence of the Treasurer  being unable to 

fulfill his duties due to being abroad in the Emerald Isle. He plane to return to the UK around the end of July 

this year when he will be able to resume his duties in full. 

8. Annual Subscriptions.    

 Subs are to be paid by 31
st
 May.   Cheques to be made out to HMS Dido Association. 

     A suggestion was made from the floor to increase the subs to £10 and waive the joining fee. 

A vote was taken and it was unanimously agreed for the Annual Subscription to be raised to £10 and waive 

the joining fee. 

9. Website Details. 

 Colin Bates informed the meeting that all information re HMS Dido was available on the Website and the 

2009 Reunion details would be posted there 

10. Annual Reunion 2009 - Venue. 

 The following suggestions were put forward to the 2009 venue Bristol, Plymouth and Weymouth. Other 

destinations were mentioned but with little support – a questionnaire will be sent to all members in due course 

  

 Gibraltar has been put forward as a possible venue for 2010. This was unanimously agreed by all present.  

  

 It has been suggested by Bolton Town Council that the Association hold their 2011 Reunion in their town, 

with a member of the Royal Family being invited. 

11. Any Other Business. 

 It is noted here that the Committee Members who carried out the weekend 'reccies' for Chatham did not claim 



expenses. 

 ·        The Secretary asked David Eivers if he would give a 5 minute talk on The National Arboretum in Alrewas 

Staffs. David went on to say there is a seven year program being carried out to build a Memorial to those 

members of the Armed Forces and Emergency Service personnel,  killed in action/while on duty but not 

mentioned on any current memorial.  The Arboretum is well worth a visit and is a very moving experience. 

  

 A comment was made that there was no 'tot time' at the Reunions, proposed an Official Tot Time to be 

discussed but the Committee. 

  

 The Chairman and Secretary stressed the need for more committee members. 

  

 At the end of the Meeting, Jeff Warr, (Founder of HMS Brighton Association) and Judith Fellows, presented 

an oil painting of HMS Dido to our President, Mike England with thanks for inviting Judith and himself to the 

Reunion. 

The President thanked Jeff and Judith for their gift and said it would be treasured by the  Association 

  

At the end of the meeting Neville Saunders, David Salisbury, David Eivers and Bill Matthews came forward to 

have their names considered for the outstanding posts on the committee. It was agreed to split the 

Newsletter/Archivist position and as such all four were invited to join the committee.  

Posts as follows:- 

Dave Salisbury……..Vice Chairman & Fund Raiser 

David Eivers…... ….Welfare 

Neville Saunders…...Newsletter Editor 

Bill Matthews………Archivist 

  

There was no other business to discuss and the meeting came to a close at 14.55 

 


