
  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the HMS DIDO ASSOCIATION held on SATURDAY 3RD APRIL 2010 

at THE LIVERMEAD HOUSE HOTEL, TORBAY 

  

Apologies 
Twenty four apologies for absence were received from Members, their names being read out by the Chairman and are 

recorded in the Chairman’s Report. 

  

Minutes 2009 Annual General Meeting  
The Minutes of the 2009 Annual General Meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman and available for viewing 

on the Association’s website. 

  

Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman reported that the 2009 Reunion was a resounding success and enjoyed by all who attended.    Thanks 

were given to all those Members who complimented the Committee for their hard work throughout 2008/2009.   The 

Chairman endorsed these compliments with his thanks to the Committee in general. 

The Association’s allocation of 6 tickets were eagerly snapped up by the Membership in respect of the “ pies and 

peas “ luncheon.    Those attending were formally introduced to the new Mayor and his Consort with the whole event 

being covered by the Bolton News.   Those Members attending reported to having had a thoroughly enjoyable time. 

The Chairman and his wife attended Bolton Town Hall on the 7th November 2009 when a cheque for £50.00 was 

presented on behalf of the Association.  A formal letter of thanks was received from the administrator of the Fund in 

Bolton. 

Six Association Members attended the Concert of Remembrance at the Albert Halls, Town Hall, Bolton, all of whom 

reported as having had a most memorable time. 

The Association was invited by the Bolton Town Council to attend the service with the Mayoral Party which took 

place before The Cenotaph in Victoria Square situated just in front of the Bolton Town Hall steps.    The 

Association’s wreath was laid by the Association’s President Mike England. The Association Members attending 

were afforded a privileged position being on the Bolton Town Hall steps just behind the Mayoral Party on the 

saluting dais.  

The Chairman read out six names of Association Members who had crossed the bar since the last reunion.  

The departed Members were:- 

Maurice Day, Derby Allen, Don Rees, George Fordham, Harry Elderfield, Alan Willatts 

David (Splodge) Rogers was named as an ex-Dido shipmate 

All present stood and observed a minute’s silence in remembrance of our sadly departed shipmates. 

Thanks 
The Chairman expressed his sincere thanks to those Members and Friends of the Association who have particularly 

helped and represented the Association in the varying tasks which have occurred since the last 2009 Reunion. 

Veterans’ Badge 
The Chairman informed the Meeting that he still had a supply of application forms for Members who had not yet 

applied for this free award. 

  

Secretary’s Report 
The Secretary reported as to the reasons why the proposed Gibraltar reunion had to be aborted namely owing to the 

fact that the chosen airline had reneged on their initial quotation prices.  It was agreed that the Committee should look 

at Malta for a possible reunion venue in the future. 

The Secretary reported that planning for this important reunion was well in advance and underway, the initial 

planning meeting having taken place with Bolton Town Council.   The date suggested for this reunion was the 26th 

June 2010 but following a question from the floor and further discussion it was agreed that another suitable date for 

the reunion would be explored. 

The Chairman and Secretary attended at this museum to view various HMS DIDO artefacts which never see the light 



of day.    After some lengthy negotiation with the Bolton Town Council the major artefacts have came into the 

possession of the Association and were being displayed at this year’s reunion. 

Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer addressed the Meeting as to the current financial strength and viability as shown within the 

Association’s accounts. Particular mention was made of the amount of money held in trust for the Membership 

together with the current financial liabilities to be paid after the Reunion.    

The Treasurer reported an important change to the Association’s financial year in that it had been changed to 

commence on the 1st June to the 31st May in order that all liabilities for the preceding reunion could be paid to give a 

precise financial standing of the Association as at the 31st May being the end of the financial year. The Treasurer 

particularly thanked the Torbay Council for its generous contribution towards the cost of the “ Meet and Greet “ 

Fund Raising Report 
The Fund Raising Officer reported as to the success of and the profit made for the Association in respect of the raffle 

held on the 3rd April 2010 

Membership Secretary’s Report 
The Membership Secretary reported on the current state of numbers of Members which totalled 125. 

Newsletter Editor’s Report 
The Newsletter Editor reported that issue no 4 had been published and had been sent out to the Membership.   Issue 

no 5 was in the process of being compiled.  The Editor particularly asked for contributions from the Members as to 

their experiences and recollections whilst serving on HMS DIDO for inclusion in newsletter no 5. 

Welfare Officer’s Report 
The Welfare Officer reported on two Members who were in poor health and asked for volunteer Members to spare 

some time to visit if they lived in the vicinity of such Members. 

Public Relation Officer’s Report 
The Public Relation’s Officer confirmed he had been working on social network sites to promote the HMS DIDO 

reunions in general.   Interviews have taken place on Radio Devon and the local press were alerted as to the reunion. 

  

Election of New Officer and Committee Members                          
One Officer – Treasurer John Bourchier and four Members of the Committee stood down in compliance with the 

Articles of the Association, those Members being Alan Pickthorne, Dave Salisbury, Dave Eivers and Bill 

Matthews.    All individuals, with the exception of Alan Pickthorne put themselves forward for re-election.    It was 

proposed from the floor that they should be re-elected en bloc which was duly seconded by the attending floor 

Membership.   Alan Pickthorne stood down and joined the floor.    The Chairman specifically thanked Alan for his 

past commitment to the post of the Association’s Public Relations Officer and wished him well for the future. 

Any Other Business 
The Meeting agreed unanimously to the acquisition of a replacement cannon to be fitted to the gun carriage given to 

the Association by Bolton Town Council.  It was further agreed by all present that the gun and carriage should then 

be re-presented to the Town Council in acknowledgement of the Association’s thanks for the HMS DIDO artefacts. 

  

Close of Business 
  

The Chairman brought the Meeting to a close at 1805 hours. 

  

  

  

  
  



  



 



 



 


