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HMS DIDO 

Autumn 2014 TORQUAY 

Association 

Newsletter number 9 

Dido’s Motto 

“STEADFAST” 

(Not fickle or wavering; constant; 
firm; resolute; unswerving; steady) 

New Chairman 
  
Brian Thompson is our new 
Chairman after being voted in 
during the AGM.  
  
Ralph Price has had to stand 
down due to ill health and so we 
wish him well and hope he can 
soon rejoin us. 
  
We also have a new committee 
member, Kevin Morris, who lives 
in Brixham. More about Kevin on 
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Founder & 
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The Dido Reactor 
  

Richard Smallwood, Mike England, Kevin Morris, Wally 
Jacob, Eric Williams , Chris Whitehouse, Mike Kelly and 
Colin Bates attended a guided tour of the Dido nuclear 
reactor at Harwell in Oxfordshire.  
  
The site was used up to 1990 for the production of 
intense beams of neutrons, to reduce the time required 
for testing of materials intended for use in nuclear power 
stations. 

Visit our Slops Shop at www.hms-dido.com 

 

Caps, Polo Shirts, Lapel pins, mugs and 
Association ties, all unique with our crest 
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HMS Dido Sails Again! 
(Well, drives anyway) .  
 
At a ceremony in Stoke on Trent on August 17th 2014, a 
tractor cab was named after the ship by Diamond Freight Ltd.  
Mr Malcolm Knight, the owner of the fleet of trucks, served in 
HMS Diamond during the ‘60s, hence the name of the 
company. 
 
The day was held at the Sea Cadet Centre, TS Talent, 
commanded by our own David Eivers who was recently 
promoted to Sub Lieutenant in the Corps in Portsmouth and 
whose cadets performed Colours and other duties. Our 

Association was well represented 

       Why not visit     

our  Facebook page? 

www.facebook.com/

groups/143419782421387/  

(or go to Facebook and 

search for HMS Dido in 

groups) 

and included Bill Barber, 
who served on the 
cruiser. Mr Knight laid on 
an excellent buffet lunch 
and speeches were made 
to commemorate the 
occasion. 
 
Six trucks were named in 



 

Page 4 

Detail on the side of the Dido truck showing the silhouette of 
the cruiser and the ship’s badge 

The tractor cabs cost approximately £90,000 each! 
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REUNION PHOTOS 
For the full gallery, go to the website 
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THE 2014 REUNION 
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Guest of honour Cdr David Shutts OBE RN (retd) listens 

closely as Mike England delivers his address.  David was an 

engineer officer in the service and served in the new HMS 

Daring, HMS Westminster, HMS Ocean, in the Ministry of 

Defence and in the 80’s in several Leanders. Until recently 

he was the Engineer Officer of the new HMS Queen Eliza-

beth which is fitting out in Rosyth. 

Shep Woolley announced his semi-retirement later this 
year. Sadly this was the last time we will see Shep enter-
taining us, I believe he will still be performing as part of a 

his group act Ansom cabinbouys. 
I’m sure you will join me in wishing him a happy and long 

retirement 
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A word from David and Jo Shutts, 
 

 Dear Colin, 
 

  I am moved to write a short note to express the sincere gratitude of 
Jo and I at being made to feel so welcome by you and your Associa-
tion members.  It was truly wonderful to meet so many of 
the team, from the most recent leavers to the Cruiser commission, and 
the happy atmosphere at the reunion I am convinced is an extension 
of just how happy HMS Dido had been as a warship. 
  

Many thanks for the beautiful engraved glasses and for Jo's flowers 
which now have pride of place on the coffee table (the one with the 
small fluorescent strip light on the bottom so Jo can lie underneath it 
to remind herself of the good old days of being onboard whilst read-
ing!) 
 I'm glad that the weekend seemed to go without any problems at all 
with the notable exception of course of Bill who we hope makes a 
speedy recovery from his shocking fall.  
  

You have a very strong and cohesive Association and it is clear that all 
your efforts are the cornerstone of this successful group.  You should 
be very proud at what you have achieved and I will remember with 
great fondness being allowed to join in with this incredibly spirited 
bunch for Saturday night's splendid  dinner. 
  

We wish all in the HMS Dido Association a long and happy programme 
of reunions for many years to come and thank you again for including 
Jo and I in your plans for 2014. 
  

We wish you all a fair wind and following seas. 
  

Best regards, 
  

David and Jo Shutts   
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From Alan Pickthorne 
Back from the reunion in Torquay. Another great weekend, massive 
thanks to Colin Bates and Kevin Morris for all their time and effort in 
making a great weekend for everyone, BZ guys. 
 
 ******************************************************************** 
 From Chris Wood 
I would echo those sentiments Alan. Sorry I didn't get a chance to 
say hello to your good self. Lovely poem by the way at the dinner, 
you posting it up at all? 
 ******************************************************************** 
From Pete and Julia Maul 
Hi Kev just to say great river trip with some lovely company.  
 ******************************************************************** 
From Andy and Liz Callan 
Had a wonderful time, lived here for years and never done the trip. 
 ******************************************************************** 
From Yvonne Glass 
Very nice day, what a lovely group of people. 
 ******************************************************************** 
 From Peter Andrews 
 Just a quick note to thank you for organising such an excellent event 
last weekend, Jen and I had a great time and found everyone very 
welcoming. 
We are planning to attend next year’s event in Southport, but we are 
unable to make any promises at this early point as May is usually a 
busy month for us both socially and with the family. 
 *********************************************************************** 
From Richard Hulley 

Just a wee line to thank you very much for organising another most 
enjoyable Reunion.    I thoroughly enjoyed myself and am very much 
looking forward to being 'up North' next year. 
 
 Hopefully the earlier date will mean fewer cancellations - fingers 
crossed anyway! 
 

TESTIMONIALS FROM HAPPY SHIPMATES ON AN 

EXCEPTIONALLY GREAT REUNION 
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TESTIMONIALS continued…. 

From Des & Chris Cage, 
 Sorry I haven't got back to you before now but it has been hectic since Sunday. 
We had a great time and a good drive home. Thank you for organising it all and 
look forward to next year. It was great to see Bungy Williams and Val, it was 
their first time and they both enjoyed it so will see them both again next time. 

 *************************************************************************************** 
From Richard & Rena Brooking, 
 Well done mate, another fantastic re-union.  Rena and I thoroughly enjoyed 
every minute of the weekend.  We arrived home about 1730 on Monday eve-
ning, totally shattered.  Birmingham was no problem, joined the M6 without any 
hold up.  The problems came after that with road works and speed restrictions 
between Stafford and Preston. 

 *************************************************************************************** 
From Steve & Louise Hawkshaw, 
      I would once again like to thank you, your family and the committee for all 
your hard work in making the reunion a pleasurable and enjoyable weekend. 
Louise and I thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and are looking forward to the next 
one. 

 *************************************************************************************** 
From Clive & Monica Salisbury, 
 We just wanted to thank you for such a lovely weekend. We 

really enjoyed the river trip and meeting up with everyone 

again. 

 *************************************************************************************** 
 

CONA membership 
 We have recently joined CONA (Confederation of Naval Associa-
tions). This is run in conjunction with the RNA and can be found at 
http://cona.org.uk/  
It is well worth a visit to the site, they are partnered up with Premier 

holidays, links to Premier can be found on the site, they offer some 

very interesting discounted holidays to members. More information 

will be supplied as and when it is available, I am hoping to put a 

direct link on our website with an RSS feed. 
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The Dido Valley Cemetery, Simonstown, SA 

MAY THEY 

REST IN 

PEACE 

CROSSED THE BAR 
  

Unfortunately we had to say goodbye to several shipmates 
this year, including: 
  
Derrick Dain (1969-72) 
Eddie Smith (cruiser) 
Terry Bishop (cruiser) 

 

Ex Dido Crewman, murdered on Christmas Day. 
  Stephen Starkey, who served on  board 72 -74, answered his door at around 10:00 on 

Christmas day, and was brutally beaten by two men, who made their way into Steve’s 

house and took a PS3 and an amount of cash, then left leaving Steve bleeding and in pain. 

Steve made his way to his neighbours to raise the alarm, an Ambulance was called for and 

Steve was taken to hospital, sadly he died later that day. 
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KEVIN’S STORY 

  

I joined the RN in January 1978 at HMS 
Raleigh, like so many before me. I chose 
Radar as my sub branch, was drafted to 
Dryad finishing my course in June 1978. 

 I then joined HMS Newcastle (as a sprog) 
and had a very bad time!!! Then it was the 
Adaws course back at Dryad in August 78. 
My next draft was to HMS Naiad from Octo-
ber 78 – Sept 80 and this experience 
changed my perception of RN life com-
pletely (for the better!) 

 My father died in September 1980 and so I 
got a compassionate draft to BRNC Dart-
mouth. 

 Next it was Dido from Feb 1981 – 1983, 
during which I was rated local L/S(RP) and 
had the best years of my naval time. 

   

New Committee Member Kevin Mor-

ris has agreed to act as Member for 

Events & PR. He’s the tall one in the 

picture! 

After Dido, I handed in my18 months’ notice and joined Defiance where I worked in 
the Technical Information Office. While there I had access to EVERY plan for every 
vessel owned by mod and even had to lock up the “Top Secret” safe on Friday after-
noons!  I left RN Jan 1984  

 Best memory ....View from Statue of JC in Rio, seeing flying fish land on the focs’l 
on Dido! 

 Worst memory HMS Newcastle! 

 Most annoying memory... being told that if I signed on again (while in Defiance) I 

could join Devonport Field gun crew after being refused 4 years running ! 

 

 Cheers Kevin 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

(Useless fact No 475) 

 In the Russian republic 
of Dagestan there are a 
group of people called 
the Tsez. There’s only 
15,000 of them but they 
have their own lan-
guage.  Guess what it’s 

called! Yes, Dido! 

SUMMER RAFFLE 

Our thanks to Dave and Sandra Salisbury, for once again organising, 
and running the Summer Draw so well. 

The Draw took place on Saturday 21st September at the Bawn Hotel in 
Chester. 

  1st Prize of £150.00 was won by Wally Jacob 

  2nd Prize of £100.00 went to Chris Belton 

  3rd Prize of £50.00 was picked up by Phil Thomson 

A total of £241 was raised through the sale of tickets (net after costs) 

Thanks to everyone who sold them and even more to those who bought 
them! 
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Bolton 
 

Unfortunately news and information from Bolton 

Town Hall has been very little during 2014. The in-

vitation to take part in Bolton’s Remembrance Day 

parade didn’t arrive until the previous week, this ar-

rived to late to make any arrangements, as most 

members who take part in Parades had made other 

arrangements, Thankfully David McKee attended as 

part of the Sea Cadets, David did lay a wreath on 

our behalf, I’m sure everyone will join me in thank-

ing David. 

 

 Our Association started with our first Reunion at 

Bolton, with the standing Mayor as our Guest of  

Honour. We have made very many visits there over 

the years. Sally Hayes and her team played a very 

important part in our relationship with Bolton, and 

with us taking ownership of most of our artefacts. 

Sally retired a couple of years ago, it has been since 

then that our relationship with Bolton has waned 

somewhat. I will try to remedy this during the next 

couple of months. 



 

Page 15 

Note from the Secretary 
 

We are always looking for ways to increase our 

membership and numbers attending our annual Reun-

ion. During the reunion we hold our AGM, this is the 

most important meeting our Association holds. Mem-

bers are asked every year if they have any item they 

would like to be discussed and debated. If a reunion 

is not your thing then maybe if we are in your area, 

you could attend the AGM, after all this is your Asso-

ciation.  
 

 

In October of 2014, a book written 

by Tom Ashton, telling the complete 

story of  the cruiser Dido, from 1938 

through to 1959. was finally pub-

lished. Tom passed his manuscript to 

me during our first reunion, it has 

taken me the last 10 years to tran-

scribe it in to MS Word, and edit.The 

book “HMS Dido, The End of an 

Era”, is available on Amazon and 

EBay. I do have a small number of 

paperbacks if anyone is interested. I 

also have a number of vouchers for an E book version 
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Our Sponsors 

 

 Web Hosting 

 http://www.btmp.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 Livermead Cliff, Livermead House, Corbyn Head 

 

 Rew Hotels of Torquay, offer members up to 10% on published tar-

iffs, (subject to conditions). This discount is offered on production of 

your photo membership card. If you are a full member and do not 

have a photo card, please contact Colin Bates 

 secretary@hms-dido.com 

Tele: 01217428188 

Over the last couple of months we have lost some of our 
sponsors. I am currently looking for more. If anyone has 
any suggestions, please let me know. 
 

 Colin Bates 
Secretary 

 


