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          Why not visit our                 

Facebook page? 

 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/143419782421387/  

(or go to Facebook and 

search for HMS Dido in 

groups) 

HMS DIDO 

Autumn 2013 GLOUCESTER 

Association 
Newsletter number 8 

“STEADFAST” 

(Not fickle or wavering; constant; 
firm; resolute; unswerving; steady) 

The committee at the 2013 AGM 
in the Hallmark Hotel, without the 
Chairman, Ralph Price. 
 
Ralph served as our Chairman for 
two terms, and did an excellent 
job of representing us at the many 
events and meetings he attended. 
Ralph travelled many miles to 
make sure we were represented. 
We hope, however,  to see Ralph 
at our reunions and we all thank 
him for his many contributions.  

President Mike England 

Chairman Vacant 

Founder & 

Secretary 

Colin Bates 

Treasurere David Lack 

Membership Sec John Bourchier 

Welfare David Eivers 

Editor Bill Matthews 

  

Committee Members 
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           RUSSELL WOOD R.I.P. 

 
A personal tribute from Dennis Swann 

He had friends everywhere. All over the world, who kept in 
constant touch with him. 

Norma and I always looked forward to his visits to Yorkshire 
when one of the first things he would say was  “get the photos 
out Den” and we would spend hours reminiscing and we 
always wondered where our old shipmates were. On one such 
occasion he said we should form a Dido reunion. With the help 
of many this was done and it is now a thriving yearly event. 
Russell attended only the first of these reunions held in 
Portsmouth but remained a friend to many members. 

Russ will leave a massive void in many peoples lives, one that 
will be impossible to fill.  After two years of intense pain and 
worry he is at rest – No more pain, No more worry. 

Our hearts and love go to his loving wife Shirley, son 
Christopher, daughter Carolyn and his family. 

Rest in peace my friend – you’ve earned it. 

Visit our Slops Shop at www.hms-dido.com 

 

Caps, Polo Shirts, Lapel pins, mugs and 
Association ties, all unique with our crest 
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 ‘You must know Richard Smallwood’ 

 It was late-March 2013 and Richard was standing on the deck 
of a motor cruiser in Auxonne on the River Saône in France. A 
bearded stranger hailed him - "That’s a Royal Naval Sailing 
Association burgee, isn’t it?" It turned out that he was a member 
of the Association too and his own boat was moored nearby. 

After some general chat the two men 
 worked out that they had both been 
 in WE departments and had both  
served in HMS DIDO. When the  
newcomer  asked when Richard  
had been in DIDO, he laughed at 
 Richard’s reply and then said ‘ 
 Me too… you must know Richard  
Smallwood". 
"I am Richard Smallwood!”, said  
our man. To be fair neither of them 
 had hairy faces then! 
 

The "stranger" was one-time REA Apprentice Steve "Knocker" 
White who joined DIDO in Mauritius in December 1973 and 
stayed for 6-7 months doing his apprentice sea time. It turned 
out that after DIDO Steve went into submarines and had a long 
and interesting career in the RN. 
 

Richard encouraged Steve and Barbara to come to the 2014 
reunion and they said they would aim to do so if their cruising 
programme allowed. 
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THE LAST TOT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On 31 July 1970 I was the First Lieutenant of the Leander Class frigate 

DIDO.  The ship was anchored in the Moray Firth after a major Fleet 

exercise.  The announcement that the rum ration was to be stopped on 31 

July had been made several months earlier so everyone was aware that 

today's issue of rum would be the last.  I had been hearing on the grapevine 

for some time that the Chiefs and Petty Officers - many of whom were 

unhappy with the decision taken by Their Lordships - were thinking of 

staging some form of demonstration to mark the passing of the tot into 

history.  So, being a wise Jimmy, I thought I'd pre-empt them and organise 

one of my own.  The great day arrived and at 1100 (the usual time for 

issuing the rum ration) the Quartermaster piped: "Up spirits - Clear lower 

deck on the flight deck."   

As the rum ration was normally drawn by messmen and issued in the 

individual messes,  a slightly puzzled ship's company arrived on the flight 

deck to find that the rum tub had been set up in front of the hangar door and 

in the middle of the flight deck was the ships' organ (portable small); on the 

starboard side was a coffin draped in the Union flag.   The Regulating Staff 

then proceeded to issue everyone with a neat tot of rum.  And everyone 

meant everyone,  irrespective of whether their Pay Books classified them as 

'G' for grog meaning men over 18 who were entitled to the tot; 'T' for 

temperance for men who were entitled but who opted not to have it and, 

finally 'UA' for Under Age or Boys under 18 who were not entitled to the 
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tot.    

The significance of this historic occasion was not lost on my ship's 

company and not one of them refused it !  So there were Boy Seamen 

who might spend 27 years in the Navy who received their first and last 

tot on that day and I wouldn't mind betting that they have never 

forgotten it . 

Next, a firing party assembled by the coffin which contained a tot of 

rum in a sealed bottle with a note inside instructing the finder to return 

the bottle to Their Lordships in the MOD together with their name and 

address so a suitable reward could be sent to them. 

Finally, Leading Seaman Letman, an accomplished pianist, played a 

suitable hymn on the Organ Portable Small which we all sang heartily; 

the firing party fired a salute and the Last Tot was committed to the 

deep by a funeral party consisting of the Coxswain, the Buffer, the 

Chief Stoker and the Chief Tiff.   

The ship’s company was then dismissed and a remarkably cheerful 

bunch of sailors (of all rates) dispersed to their various parts of ship. 

My Captain was attending a post-exercise discussion in the Flagship a 

couple of miles away when a messenger informed him and the 

assembled company, including the Admiral, that there seemed to be 

some sort of disturbance onboard HMS DIDO.  My gallant Captain told 

everyone not to worry, it was just his mad First Lieutenant celebrating 

the Last Tot. 

  

Christopher Belton 

Captain Royal Navy 

(Continued from page 4) 
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JOHN BOURCHIER’S CLAIM TO FAME! 

In 2012 I had a minor role in the documentary about the first Concorde test 
flight and landing at Heathrow Airport.  If you looked carefully you will have 
seen me (with a bit more hair) Marshalling the first Concorde piloted by Test 
Pilot Cpt. Brian Trubshaw onto it's 'stand'. Capt. Trubshaw gave myself and 
my colleague a guided tour of Concorde which for us was amazing. That 
Concorde is now in the Museum at Duxford Airfield and when I went to 
Duxford it took me back all those years. Going onto the aircraft it was just as I 
remembered, full of test equipment and only a few seats. No Trolley Dolly's or 
in-flight movies. 

I also marshalled the very first Boeing 747 (Jumbo) onto it's stand at 
Heathrow. This was before it went into commercial service and was on one of 
it's test flights.  Because the cockpit was so high I stood in the back of a 
marshalling vehicle for the captain to be able to see me with my 'bats'.  It was 
to say the least a bit daunting as there was nothing between it and me and I 
just hoped the pilot was paying attention. The aircraft was so huge it took up 
two stands and made the other aircraft look like toys. 

These were the highlights of my 31 years at Heathrow, because these were 
iconic aircraft the first of their kind and the likes of which, 
especially Concorde will not be seen again. I wasn't mentioned in despatches 
but am available for autographs on request! 

John 

ANOTHER COINCIDENCE! 
 

Bill Matthews was shopping in B&Q in Mold in North Wales one day and 

got talking to the quite senior salesman about showers. They were both 

looking at the instruction sheets when the salesman said “It was much 

easier than this in the Air Force”. That got them chatting about the services 

and the salesman said “The only time I was in contact with the Navy was in 

1973 when I flew in a Shackleton down to Gibraltar to drop mail to HMS 

Dido”!!!!! 

 

Bill thanked him for delivering the Dear John from his then girlfriend. 
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THE DODECANESE CAMPAIGN 1943 
 
Dave Eivers and Terry Bishop attended the memorial at the 
National Arboretum of the70th anniversary of the 
Dodecanese campaign which took place between 
September and November 1943. The Aegean is one of our 
battle honours and a memorial seat has now been placed at 
the Arboretum. The event was put together by Pauline 
Bevan and attended by Captain W. Chatterton Dickson RN 
(retd), Major General (retd) JJJ Phipps CB and Group 
captain D.Tait MBE RAF Regiment. 
 
It took place on Sunday 8th September 2013 the service 
being conducted by the Reverend Flight Lieutenant 
C. Archer RAF, the station chaplain RAF Cosford. Lasting 
about an hour, it was followed by refreshments in the 
Arboretum restaurant during which it was noted that old 
friends and acquaintances were greeted and renewed. 
 
Terry bumped into someone he knew and hadn't seen for a 
few years and it turns out that Capt. Chatterton Dickson and 
Mike England know each other. They had lost contact some 
considerable time ago and have now got back in touch.  
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Thank you very much indeed for all your very fine arrangements for the Reunion.   
As always - everything was brilliantly executed making a most pleasing event to 
attend.    
 
Best Wishes 
Richard Hulley 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
 
What a fantastic weekend with shipmates at Gloucester. A BIG thanks to ALL for 
making it a so good. 
 
Jude Priest 
********************************************************************************************* 
 
I'm very sorry to hear about the Association car sticker being nicked and slightly 
embarrassed as I asked Deanna about getting hold of one. As it is magnetic and 
not a sticky one I don't think I'll bother trying to get one as all my hub-caps are 
welded on for those very same reasons, but I do hope the culprit comes to a 
sticky end, or at least returns it to you with an apology. 
  
As for the weekend I must tell you that Susan thoroughly enjoyed herself, 
although slightly intimidated at first by the occasion and her first reunion she was 
over the moon with everybody's friendliness and the hospitality she received. As 
for me, you'll have a big job keeping me away next year...  
  
And a big THANK YOU to Deanna for her excellent work too, we very much 
appreciate you're not a one man team and both deserve the highest praise. 
  
Many thanks for another fabulous weekend reunion. 
  
All the very best from us. 
  
Mike and Sue Mundell 
********************************************************************************************* 
thank you both and your family and all the committee for the best weekend yet 
it wasn’t us who nicked the sticker !!!! 
well done again 
best wishes from us both 
have two weeks off !! 
 
John and Claudette King 
 

TESTIMONIALS FROM HAPPY SHIPMATES ON AN 
EXCEPTIONALLY GREAT REUNION 
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Thanks again for a super weekend. Sorry Chris and I had to shoot away on the 
Sunday morning. Look forward to next year.  
 
Des Cage 
************************************************************************************************* 
Very many thanks from us both for a superbly organised weekend in Gloucester.  Pity 
about the magnetic sticker which I saw and admired but did not take!  I hope 
someone owns up. 
 
Richard & Angela Smallwood 
************************************************************************************************ 
  
Can I say once again that it was a superb weekend and I am sorry that I did not 
recognise everyone immediately, something to do with old age I fear. The weekend 
was absolutely superb and you need a great big BRAVO ZULU for all your obvious 
efforts. I eventually got home at 0400 this morning and Jackie was making the coffee. 
Fabulous. I spoke to Jackie about next year and it looks like I will be there, all things 
being favourable. I am sorry to hear about your car sticker and from  what you say it 
does point to one of us. I am just glad that it was not me. I think that you really do 
deserve a week off. Having said that could you possibly send me Stans {Clubs} E 
Mail address at your convenience. My best regards to your charming wife and 
yourself. Once again a very well done.  
 
Dave Hand 
 ************************************************************************************************ 
I hope you have had a restful day today. I would like to thank you and your family and 
helpers for yet another fantastic reunion. Great hotel, great trip, great entertainment 
and most of all great friends. Look forward to seeing everyone again soon 
Thanks so much 
 
 Steve and Louise Hawkshaw 
 ************************************************************************************************ 
Hope you are well.   
 
Colin, Deborah and I would like to thank you for the most amazing weekend. You put 
so much work in and the organisation if the weekend went really well, the hotel was 
very comfortable and they made us very welcome. It was so good to see all our ships 
mates and wife's and it was like two years had never happened. 
 
Speak soon and have a good day 
 
All the best 
 
David & Deborah Lack 

TESTIMONIALS continued…. 
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Here's a great big thank you for all your and the committee’s efforts 
to make the weekend such a success. 
 
Any short comings of the hotel did not mar the event and all 
issues appeared to be addressed immediately. 
 
Rosemary and I believe this to be one of the best reunions to date 
and a sure reflection on the skills and experiences of the team. 
We look forward to next year and wonder how you can top this year 
 
Thank you again 
 
Best wishes 
Keith Blackburn 
 ****************************************************************************** 

TESTIMONIALS continued…. 

FEDERATION OF LEANDER CLASS FRIGATES 
 
The second meeting of the Federation of Leander Class frigates 
was held on 7th April.   Minutes of the meeting can be found on our  
homepage at http://www.hms-dido.com/hms_dido.htm 
 
The purpose of the Federation, is to give a contact point to any 
crewman who served on board a Leander, for them to join an 
association or group. Over the past few years, there have been a 
number of Associations that have closed. The Federation is there 
to help any remaining members to become part of an existing 
group.  
 
Any Leander Class Association can become a member of the 
Federation, there are no joining fees, and it is not committee run. 
Each member of the Federation will remain completely 
autonomous; it is not the Federations intention to become an over-
riding body, but an umbrella organisation. The Federation now has 
a Facebook page at www.facebook.com/groups/fedofleanders/ 
We need your support, logon and sign up.  
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IS YOUR JAR FULL? 
 
The guest of honour at the Reunion, Admiral  Sir Geoffrey Dalton, made a 
memorable speech which included this excellent story. 
 
A Professor stood before his philosophy class and had some items in front of 
him.  When the class began, wordlessly, he picked up a very large and empty 
mayonnaise jar and proceeded to fill it with golf balls.  He then asked the students if 
the jar was full.  They agreed that it was. So the Professor then picked up a box of 
pebbles and poured them into the jar.  He shook the jar lightly.  The pebbles rolled 
into the open areas between the golf balls.  He then asked the students again if the 
jar was full.  They agreed it was. 
 
The Professor next picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar.  Of course, 
the sand filled up everything else.  He asked once more if the jar was full.  The 
students responded with a unanimous "Yes." 
 
The Professor then produced two cans of beer from under the table and poured the 
entire contents into the jar, effectively filling the empty space between the 
sand.  The students laughed. "Now," said the Professor, as the laughter subsided, "I 
want you to recognize that this jar represents your life. 
 
The golf balls are the important things - your family, your children, your health, your 
friends, your favourite passions - things that if everything else was lost and only they 
remained, your life would still be full. 
 
The pebbles are the other things that matter like your job, your house, your car.  The 
sand is everything else - the small stuff." 
 
"If you put the sand into the jar first," he continued, "there is no room for the pebbles 
or the golf balls.  The same goes for life. If you spend all your time and energy on 
the small stuff, you will never have room for the things that are important to 
you.  Pay attention to the things that are critical to your happiness.  Play with your 
children.  Take time to get medical check-ups.  Take your partner out to 
dinner.  Play another 18.  There will always be time to clean the house, and fix the 
disposal.  Take care of 
the golf balls first, the things that really matter.  Set your priorities. The rest is just 
sand." 
 
When he had finished, there was a profound silence.  Then one of the students 
raised her hand and with a puzzled expression, inquired what the beer represented. 
 
The Professor smiled. "I'm glad you asked.  It just goes to show you that no matter 
how full your life may seem, there's always room for a couple of beers.” 
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Leaving the 
building in style! 

David Lack 
and Tony 
Brady, 
formally 
dressed for 
dinner 

A balanced 
diet? 
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REUNION PICS 

Some of the Association’s groupies! 

Bonny lads, aye! Kevin, Steve, Tony and Stephen 

There were over 450 photos taken  during the weekend, a CD with all 

photos is available if you would like a copy. 
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2014 Reunion, return to Torbay 
 
Once again we will be returning to Torbay next year. We 
currently have all 65 rooms at the hotel reserved. This does not 
include the rooms that were talked about during our AGM, the 
hotel has been instructed that we will not be using those rooms 
until refurbishment. Any member that has not yet been to one of 
our reunions, take a little time to read through the testimonials 
and see what you are missing. Everyone is welcome, if you 
don’t recognise any names that appear on the leaflet, don’t let 
that worry you, you are one of our great family and will be made 
very welcome. Other members who have come along to see 
what it’s like keep on returning. 
For more information about our next reunion, please send an 
email to secretary@hms-dido.com  
 
I look forward to meeting everyone again, at the Livermead 
House Hotel. 
 
Colin Bates 
Secretary 

Our thanks to Dave and Sandra Salisbury for organising and running the 
Summer Draw. 

The  Draw took place on Saturday 21st September at the Bawn Hotel in 
Chester. 

1st Prize of £150.00 goes to Malcolm Wakefield 

2nd Prize of £100.00 goes to Dave Hand 

3rd Prize of £50.00 goes to Eliza Heather. 

A total of £585.00p was raised through the sale of tickets.  

Thanks to everyone who sold them. 
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COUNTY GUARD DOGS Ltd 
http://www.countyguarddogs.co.uk/ 

Our Sponsors 

National Training Inspectorate for 

Professional Dog Users 

http://www.ntipdu.org 

http://www.avon-boating.co.uk/htmlpages/

Web Hosting 
 
http://www.btmp.co.uk/ 


