Minutes of the 4th Annual General Meeting of the HMS Dido Association held on 18™ April 2009
in the Copthorne Hotel, Plymouth.

1. Presentation

The Chairman presented a photo of the ship to the hotel manageress in appreciation of the willing assistance of
the staff in the successful organisation of the weekend.

2. Apologies

Apologies were received from:

John Bourchier
George Gradon
Steve Hall
Mike Smith
Len Dodwell
Richard (Jan) Brooking
Robin & Judy Dann
Roy Roden
Graham Hill
David Pate
Brian Robinson
Eric White

Jim Dunbar
Mick Spencer
James Crago
Andy Bridges
Cliff Pantrey
Steve Knight
Steve Mathis
Martin Bull
Don Knibbs

3. Approval of the minutes

The minutes of the 2008 Annual General Meeting were duly approved. One spelling mistake was noted in the
Secretary’s Report — ‘mebership’.

4. Chairman Ralph Price

Ralph reviewed the last AGM in Chatham, since when there have been new members and members of the
committee. Thanks to them. We are all looking forward to next year in Gibraltar and the year after in Bolton
when it is hoped that a member of the Royal Family will attend. Now 3 years old, membership is still
increasing. 69 members here in Plymouth, total including families made 123 altogether. It is important that all
commissions are remembered and that word is spread that all ex-Didos are welcome. The Association was
invited to attend VE day in Bolton to which four members of the committee went — they were shown around and
invited to the Town Hall to stand next to the Lord Mayor to watch the march-past, which was an unexpected



honour. On Veterans’ Day there was the presentation of the veterans’ badges, which included Pie and Peas for
lunch. On Remembrance Day we were invited again to Bolton Town Hall, which demonstrates that we are
recognised by the council as a “proper” association. Two members attended there, Bob Blackburn who
represented the Association and John Broadbent who laid out the wreath. The Chairman offered his thanks to
Eric Williams for the crucifix to hold the painting of the ship and also to Deanna Bates for doing the stint on the
slops during the previous evening. Thanks to the committee for this weekend and for putting in their own

time. Ralph started in 2004 when Des Cage asked him to join the fledgling association and nominated him for the
Chair in 2006. He said that there wouldn’t be much to do! His first address was written on the back of fag packet,
which he had to borrow because he didn’t smoke. After 2007 in Portsmouth and 2008 in Chatham, he can now
say that he’s enjoyed it. There were thank yous to committee members past and present for their support and
especially to Mike England for his help when starting in the post. Thanks to all members for their support and
Des Cage was forgiven and also thanked. Ralph offered his best wishes to his successor, whoever that might

be. Ralph then stood down as Chairman.

Vice Chairman Dave Salisbury

Dave asked for volunteers to stand for the now vacant post of Chairman. As none came forward, Keith Blackburn
proposed that Ralph stand again for another term, which was seconded by David McKee. A show of hands was
taken and Ralph was duly re-elected to the post.

Secretary Colin Bates

Colin thanked Ralph for the last 3 years as Chairman. He reported that Plymouth has been the biggest reunion so
far, costing £15,000. The buffer, the amount left over, came last year to £3-50 and this year is £8-50, which
shows the tight margins we are working to. As for Gibraltar, the big question is how to get there. For 2012,
Colin suggested a cruise to Copenhagen. The guys from the cruiser Dido accepted the surrender of the German
fleet there in 1945, so Colin suggested writing to the city council to make arrangements for something formal. In
the absence of the Treasurer and the Membership Secretary, he reported that there were now 264 members, with
133 fully paid ones included. We need more. As for Bolton, we need to pass our thanks to Sally Hayes, who has
been instrumental in creating the close relationship we now have with the town. A suggestion of a bunch of
flowers was unanimously agreed. Colin reported that Black Cat Video have over 36 hours of video to go through
and that they are approaching Prince Andrew, with whom one of the staff is on speaking terms, to do the voice-
over introduction. Colin said that he would continue to progress the DVD and manuscript although he was
standing down. He apologised for the accounts not being ready, but that they would be posted on the web site
when they were. Colin wanted to thank Des Cage for his help when starting out. On housekeeping arrangements,
breakfast would be held in the Buckland room and all hotel staff had now been advised to include the 20%
discount on all purchases, but only to those wearing name badges. Colin then read out a letter from Margaret
Smith who had donated the deck plates which are now in Chatham. In the letter she thanked the committee for
their letter and informed Colin that she also owns the ship’s wheel, which she was going to bequeath to the
Association. Colin then stood down as Secretary.

Chairman Ralph Price

Ralph then called for volunteers from the floor to stand for the now vacant post of Secretary. There being none,
Pete Slinn nominated Colin to re-stand, which was seconded by Tony Brady and was unanimously agreed. Colin
was thus duly re-elected as Secretary of the Association.

Annual Subscriptions

Colin reported that subscriptions, which now stand at £10 needed to be increased to cover higher costs. There



10.

11.

was a general discussion of various amounts but £12 was finally agreed as representing a 20% increase and this
amount was voted on and carried.

Gibraltar Update Dave Eivers

Dave Eivers then gave a report on last year’s decision to go to Gibraltar in 2010. A date of April or May would
need to be agreed, with May offering the chance of better weather. The proposal is to go on Friday from an
airport (only Manchester, Luton and Gatwick fly to Gib) with Luton being the favourite. Travel to the airport
would be by personal arrangement. Transport from the airport in Gibraltar to the hotel would be arranged. Dave
reported that he had a contact in Gibraltar, which promised to be useful. There is a slight problem in that there
are no scheduled flights on a Sunday at present from Gib, so the weekend would have to be extended to the
Monday. Those travelling would require a valid passport with 6 months left and they would need to think about
that in the near future. Medicines would need to be considered. Health insurance cards valid for the EU are free
and available from GPs surgeries, although free health treatment is available on the production of a valid passport.
All this information and more will be put on the website in due course, once the Gib sub-committee had
completed their reconnaissance visit to the Rock.

AOB
Forms for applying for the Armed Forces Veteran badges are available from the Chairman. Colin says that the
museum in Bluff also had the ship’s telegraph, the Captain’s chair, brass and wooden name plates, the brass

compass binnacle and other items.

President Mike England

Mike said that the weekend in Plymouth had been great, especially the marvellous boat trip. The President also
gave a tremendous vote of thanks to Colin and Ralph and is delighted they have both signed on for a second

stint. However, these stalwarts of the Association could not be persuaded to stand forever and therefore it was
important that other members put their names forward for committee posts over the next few years. The President
wanted to emphasise that many members of the committee currently do not claim for many of the expenses they
incur whilst working on Association business, a situation which cannot be guaranteed to continue in the future. If
these claims were to be made, it is doubtful whether even a £15 subscription would be sufficient to cover them.
Serious consideration therefore needs to be given to providing an adequate funding base for the future.

Chairman closed the meeting at 16:19















