
 

MINUTES of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of The  

HMS DIDO ASSOCIATION held on SATURDAY 31
st
 MAY 2014 

At the LIVERMEAD HOUSE HOTEL, TORBAY. 

  
President………………..         Mike England 

Vice Chairman………….        Alan Pickthorne 

Secretary/Treasurer……..      Colin Bates 

Membership Secretary….      John Bourchier 

Editor………………….            Bill Matthews 

Welfare…………………          David Eivers 

  

Minutes                          Trish Bourchier 

  

  

Apologies: 

 Apologies from those unable to attend were displayed on the Notice Board. 

  

Vice Chairman 

 The Vice Chairman thanked all those present for attending. 

We had three members cross the bar during the past year, a minutes silence was held for Harry 

Taylor, Derrick Dane and George Underwood.  

  

Minutes of the 2013 Annual General Meeting: 

 The Minutes of the 2013 Annual General Meeting held at the Hallmark Hotel, Gloucester, published 

on the website, were accepted and signed. 

http://www.hms-dido.com/crewmembers/member-only/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/M6AQ9TBW/secretary@hms-dido.com


  

President’s Address: 

 It was great to be back in Torbay and welcomed the five new members who had recently joined. 

 On 31
st
 March 2014 the Dido Members were invited to visit the Nuclear Research ‘Dido 

Reactor’.  The name generated from D2D, no connection to HMS Dido.  Barry Reynolds, the 

Facilities Manager showed our members around what is the biggest Material Testing Reactor in the 

world which includes uses in medicine. This was a milestone for HMS Dido and thanks must go to 

Wally Jacob and Colin for arranging the visit.   

Colin is a wonderful Secretary for the Association. 

  

Secretary’s Report: 

 The Secretary started by thanking Kevin Morris for arranging the excursion for the day, his 
work was very much appreciated. 

Since Sally Hayes retired the Association is now dealing with Janet Wilkinson at Bolton. 

The Association was invited to attend the 2013 Remembrance Day at Bolton but the 
invitation arrived too late.  There will be a parade at Bolton on 7/8th June, anyone interested 
in attending should let the Secretary know.  The Diamond Freight, a haulage company is 
commissioning new vehicles later this year, one of them being named ‘HMS Dido’.  It was 
suggested to the owners that our President’s wife ‘cut the ribbon’. This was agreed and 
thought to be a good idea; details will be announced when known. 

The Ceremony will be held at Uttoxeter at the Sea Cadets unit. 

A Veterans Day luncheon is being held at Bolton on 23rd June, 4 tickets are still available. 
A large number of apologies were received for this weekend, was it a good idea to move 
the Reunion to the end of the month? Suggestions welcomed. 

  

Treasurer’s Report: 

 We currently have a healthy bank balance, after paying the Reunion liabilities we will have 
a total of £1,985.48 to keep the Association running successfully. 

The full balance sheet is available in the members area of our website. 

It is difficult to put a price on the Association’s Assets as some are worth thousands. 

  



Membership Secretary’s Report: 

 This year the Association has a Membership of 139, of which 10 are Wartime Warriors and 
we also have 5 Honorary Members. 

Since our last AGM 4 new Members have joined and we are always ready to welcome 
more Shipmates Aboard. 

  

Editors Report: 

 Unfortunately our Editor was indisposed due to an accident he had in his room the previous evening 

and was unable to attend. 

  

  

Welfare Report: 

 Eddie Commander’s poor health was causing concern, he is a very independent man and 
won’t accept help. 
Terry Bishop had a car accident last year, Dave Eivers  visits when he can. 
Bill Matthews was taken to hospital after a fall on Friday evening.  He will be having surgery 
on his arm and shoulder when he returns home.  In answer to Mike’s question, 
arrangements have been made to get Bill and Valmai home. 

   

  

Nomination for Chairman: 

 Brian Thompson was Nominated by John Bourchier. 

There were no other Nominations or Objections, Brian was seconded by Stan Colville and 
the vote was unanimous. 
  
Brian gracefully accepted his nomination and was asked to join the Committee table as an 
observer for the meeting.  Brian introduced himself and took his seat. 

  

Committee Vacancy: 

 It was announced that there was a vacancy on the Committee.  Dave Salisbury proposed 



Kevin Morris and Dave Hand Seconded the proposal and the vote for Kevin was 
unanimous. 
Kevin accepted the post saying he had enjoyed organising the Reunion excursion.  Kevin 
was asked to join the committee table and duly introduced himself and took his seat.  Kevin 
will take the role of Events and Public Relations. 

  

Venue for 2015 Reunion: 

 With the map showing where various Members live, Scotland and the North of England 
were suggested. 
Colin had been contacted by Southport Council with information on the area. 

The following suggestions were : 

Scarborough, which boasts Military Warfare Weekend, with model ships and mock WW2 
battle. 
  

Portsmouth 

  

Chatham 

  

Bristol  :  Colin said hotels and parking were a problem with a lot of travelling involved in 
any trip out. 
Stan Colville was in favour of Southport with it’s proximity to Liverpool. 

Keith Blackburn favoured Southport which could include the re-enactment, would enquire 
as to the date. 
It was noted that the Bristol Hotel has a large car park.  

It was suggested that areas visited needed to have Nautical ties and thought must be given 
to the cost for Members. 

  

Hull was proposed as a place with lots to see and do. 

After discussion it was suggested that Colin start looking at Liverpool/Southport and obtain 
further information. 
The date for the weekend was discussed with some preferring later because of the 
weather.  Colin said he negotiated more on numbers than time of year, with a better chance 
of rooms at weekends when hotels are not catering for families. 

Early in May gives a better chance as hotels are always looking for business early in May 
and avoiding Bank Holidays would also be better. 
It was agreed that Colin would look at Southport for Early May 2015. 

  



A.O.B.: 

 It was suggested from the floor that it was time for a change of entertainment.  Colin said 
that Shep Woolley charges the same rate as always and includes a disco. 

Suggestions were put forward that a local group/entertainer could be considered.  Also a 
mention was made for a ‘Sod’s Opera’. 

Colin will make enquiries. 

  

The meeting closed at 17.50. 

  

  

 


